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History of Pedestrian Crashes in Delaware

Fatalities

Pedestrian —
Motor Vehicles - 18
Railroad Crossings — 21

Police officers started giving
16 safety talks in schools to
educate children on
pedestrian safety.

Registered Motor Vehicles —

40,400+

Motor vehicle ownership
increased ay 93% in 4 years.
From 18,300 cars from 1920 to
35,200 in 1924. They were in
“dire need of proper walks” for
pedestrians.

The Chief Engineer asked
the department counsel if
they have the authority to
build sidewalks along
highways for pedestrians as
well as roadways for
vehicles.

Pedestrian fatalities (28)
continued to rise which
they believed was caused
by the employment
situation and increasing

hikers along the highways.

Significant decrease in
pedestrian fatalities (17) which
they attributed to the
statewide sidewalk program.

Pedestrian fatalities rose
again ranging from 23 to
32. In 1936, plans were
made to introduce
legislation to zone all
highways with definite
speed limits.



History of Pedestrian Crashes in Delaware

1941

ANNUAL REPORT
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STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
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STATE OF DELAWARE Pt o W T

9 Foet Concrrte Rosdway
1 930 WIDENING
HIGHWAYS  widened 10 4 ¢

Pedestrian fatalities increased
by 100% (28) which they
attributed to increasing speed
and traffic volume. They wiill
introduce a legislation to the
General Assembly for speed
zoning.

Selbyville and Goorgetow

Dramatic decrease in

pedestrian.fatalities (2Q and The task of reporting traffic
14 respectively). Combined fatalities was moved to the
results of construction, traffic state police.

control, law enforcement and
public education.




Where Pedestrian Crashes Occur

PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES & SERIOUS INJURY CRASHES

BY ROADWAY FUNCTION CLASS

(2015-2021)
5%
INTERSTATE
1%
13% EXPRESSWAY/
COLLECTOR l FREEWAY

18%
LOCAL STREET
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88% 76%

ON URBAN AWAY FROM
ROADWAYS INTERSECTIONS
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Kirkwood Highway

ALONG THE
KIRKWOOD HIGHWAY

Planning started in the early 1930s

Construction began in 1938 of what
was then known as Lincoln Highway

Completed and renamed Robert
Kirkwood Highway in 1941

Currently part of SR2 serving as major
east/west route

Urban principal arterial, divided
six-lane highway

2018 AADT ~ 40,000, 45 mph

There are sidewalks on both sides in
general



Kirkwood Highway corner Limestone Road 1966 & 2022

' William Francis and the Delaware Public Archives |
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Kirkwood Highway cor Duncan 1966 and 2022

This photograph shows a westward view of the Kirkwood Highway and Duncan Road intersection. The

historic Hersey-Duncan House still stands at 2116 Duncan Road. Solomon Hersey died in 1801. His son

Benjamin built the Federal-style home around 1804. Another Benjamin, Benjamin Duncan, acquired the
property in 1839. The property was passed down to Herman Duncan, who operated a dairy farm, in
1907. One of Duncan’s customers for milk was the Brandywine Springs Amusement Park. Shortly after
World War II, Benjamin Duncan sold 84 acres to developers, who constructed the subdivision Dunlinden
Acres.




Kirkwood Highway 2007




Kirkwood Highway 2012
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Kirkwood Highway Pedestrian Crashes

: 13

State Police Investigating Fatal Accident Involving a

Pedestrian

The Delawar te Police are investigating a fatal motor vehicle accident invo

24, 202

pedestriar

ilmington, Delaware, was pronounce:
are notified. The driver of the Acura

ng a pedestrian that occurred last night in Wilmington.

ound on Kirkwood Highway
1e entered into the path of the

s being takento an a ital. His name is being
1an from Newark , not injured.

s while the scene v



Kirkwood Highway Pedestrian Crashes

&%, Troopers Investigating Serious Crash Involving a
| Pedestrian - Wilmington
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Delaware Pedestrian Action Plan

Purpose: Update the 2007 Delaware Pedestrian Action Plan.

Phase 1 (Draft Finalized) Phase 2 (Underway now)
Collect and summarize existing pedestrian plans > PRiSliSeRd ek -
and DelDOT initiatives. « Internal DelDOT coordination to explore changes to
programs and policies.
Began pedestrian crash cluster and connectivity « Additional pedestrian crash cluster, connectivity
mMmapping. and equity mapping.

Develop project website.

Phase 3 (1o begin Fall 2023)

 |Implementation plan with potential new action
items, countermeasures, policies, or programs to
Improve ped connectivity and safety.

Began Public Involvement.

« Additional Public and stakeholder outreach.
« Establish performance measures.



Following FHWA Guidance:

How to Develop a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

FHWA Pedestrian Safety Action Plan “Big Picture” Approach:

Phase1 ))) ¢ Collecting Data to Identify Pedestrian Safety Problems Q
* Involve Stakeholders Q
 Analyze Information and Prioritize Concerns
« |dentify Safety Solutions

* |dentify Funding
FHWA Pedestrian Safety Action Plan steps:
Phase 1 ))) Step 1: Define Objectives.
Phase 1 ))) Step 2: Identify Locations.
Step 3: Select Countermeasures.
Step 4: Develop an Implementation Strategy.
Step 5: Institutionalize Changes to Planning and Design Standards.
Step 6: Consider Land Use, Zoning and Site Design Issues.
»» Step 7: Reinforce Commitment.

Ongoing ») Step 8: Evaluate Results.

Q Included in 2007 Pedestrian Action Plan



Strategic Public Outreach
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Pedestrian

DelDOT ACtiOI‘I PICI n

TAKE THE
PUBLIC SURVEY
NOW!

BEIEVWEICRES
one of the
highest rates

of pedestrian
fatalities in
the nation,
accounting

for 24% of all

fatal crashes
statewide.

@ Pedestrian Action Plan
DelDOT

Take the survey now



Emerging Focus Areas

Better integration of programs to implement more
pedestrian safety and accessibility projects.

* Establish a pedestrian project priority area
program.

e Establish pedestrian performance standards with
measvurable outcomes.

* Increase pedestrian safety audits and before /
after studies.

* Pilot studies using Safe System concepts and
traffic calming measvres.

* Continual updates to design manuals and guides.



DelDOT Complete Streets Design Guide - DRAFT

Website link:

e

Complete
Send Comments to: Streets
;< complete.streets@delaware.gov
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https://deldot.gov/Programs/complete-streets/
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Division of Planning -Delaware
Department of Transportation
% 302-760-2458

Th a n k yO u I < Maria.Andaya@delaware.gov
Angie Hernandez, AICP

Transportation Planning - IMT
% 410-316-2393
Ahernandez@jmt.com



